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or for yourself?

However frivolous it may
sound, this is the gquestion being asked,
new that the seasom Is full of cheer and
potentially dangling stockings, by the
most serious man in the world—the.child
psychologist. For many and many a
parent, he says, folsts upon his child his
own appreciation of the artistic—the bi-
sarre—the Ingemuous—not only buying
what amuses himself, but playing with it
afterward! This, says he further, s the
reason for such things as character dolls,
malfornied animals and objects the like
of which was never before seem or im-
agined. All of which resolves ftself into
a salient fact; novelty toys were made
to sell to adults! And what, is asked,
will be the result of the fiood of “novel-
ty” toys which is sweeping our nurseries?

The wee boy or girl endows toys with
a wonderful and Intense reality, quite
different from anything to be imagined
by the grown-up. Each toy possesses an
fadividuality, wields an influence, psy-
cho-analysis has shown, which far out-
lives childhood. Many & man's or
woman's craze for the unusual or eveam

RE you buying taoys for youmr
A children this Merry Christmas—

an who preferred ap exceedingly ugly
dog to chiidren had mever in her child-
kood posseased a doll which she could
love and cuddle. Her mother, having
penchant for the cutlandish, surrounded

“Adults considersd kewples ‘cute’™
Mr. Levin explains, “seeing in the littie
figures expression of their own fondness
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was Irrespoasible in finencial matters
was directed by his parents, when a boy,

to put his money In a toy bank. He
found that the money could be shaken
out, and spent without his parents’,
knowledge. A man totally devoid of In-
itiative, and whose fingers were unusual-
ly awkward, was found to have played.
only with toys which wound up.
did the influence of the nursery pene-
trate adult life; and so was the Iigup-
rance of the parents worked out.

And yet the novelty toy has its place.
“For the phlegmatie child it may be »

good thing.,” says Levin, “as the means .

of shocking imagination into his system:
In any case it s Impossible to generalise.
What is one child's medicine Is another's
poison; it is a matter for study and In-
finite care. It s absurd to establish
chronological standards in childrén; as
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may be comstructed or a fortress raised
up than im all the toys ever imported
from German

y.
“The poor | rich child is the ome
who suffers the matter of toys,” de-
clares Levin. “While rich little poor
child is climbing the ts of imagina-
tion, the poor little rich ehild is study-
lug Frencrh verbs-and developing a most
sophisticated attitude toward toys im
general—a supercilious sttitude toward
anything not imported or direct trom the
Strauss New York house."

‘. A further advantage of the basket of
blocks is that they permit tbe tearing
down process, imstinetive in childhood,

without destroying. The story of thd -

‘little boy who tore a clock to pieces to

absurd as sssuming that all children of,

tbe same age have the same measure-

ments for their shoes and clothing.”
Too many mechanical playthings which

merely require “winding up'™ dull the,

initistive of the child, says the psycholo-

gist. there is less education, less
velopment, in the several hundred dol-
lar machine shop with everything true to
life, than there Is In & basket of
and there is more enjoyment
ful of pebbles from which a
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fmpart lfelong subeonscious impressions
of the pleasures of sweeplng and cooking.
“One of your keenest pleasures is de-
rived from the cookle you kneaded .and
cut om the edge of your .grandmother's
breadboard, long ago,” said Levin. “You
never go into a kitchen where baking is
in progress without remembering it; the
odor of fresh pastry ever recalls it. It
has traveled along the way of subcon-
scious impressions and will remaln with
you always.
“In such manner is the toy to be made
a vehicle of aducation fitting for after
. Dolls are the ideai plaything for
use every woman 'is s poten-
; all her life she mothers
. When she is a child it is her
en she is tem years old it Is
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maternal

must, me allowed the amusements which

encourage instincts of manliness.
“Boys cannot go through life in swad-

dling clothes and mothers should subor-

dinate their natural anxiety to théir sons’

Life all the way
is a chance. Why hamper the

boy with useleas fears?™
Children are acquisitive of learning
through their syes, ears or touch. or all

of them; though few enough teachers
find Gut through which sense the child
learns easiest and them try to normalize
the child by bringing up the other seuses
through exercise of play. A litdle sirl
who could not learm arithmetic had a
highly developed sense of music. The
multiplication table was set to music and
taught with tunes and in a short time she
was up (o standard.. An epileptic boy
who had played with mechanical toys was
given a small emery wheel from which
sparks flew when he turned. The eNect
was remarkable.

“He was a nervous child,” Levin ex-
plained, “and constant monotomous mo-
tion is soothing to the merves. Another
ideal provisiom for a mervous child is &
sand pit, since it is soothing to play In
sand. Whirling, sxciting toys are very
wrong for meurotie ch .

“Another very bad thing for children
is the bachelor unclie who goes into a toy
store on the evening cf December 23 and
loads himself up with about a hundred
and Afty dollars' worth of useless though
ornate toys for his two nieces and one
nephew. He buys a miscellansous col-
lection of junk which will do no one good

children’s toys into one sum and

Mechanics and Tradesmen

One of the regrets of his lite was
that he could sot Detome a member of
the General Sasiety of Mechanics and

desmen, becauhs he was not a imne-
chanie. Andrew Carmegie is a member

3%&!
Esis

L

i

{1

the mother to buy with it, something
rational might be made of Christmas toy
buying."

The influence of war toys upon chil-
dren—whether It be good or Ill, is a
thing to be declded by the parenis them-
selves. Those who do not believe in war
will, of course. select toys not suggestive
of battle; others may wish Lo sew seeds
of future preparedness via the mental
suggestion route. Certaln it Is that war
toys produce an effect.

“Toy dyspepsia™ is a disease of the
time from which most children suffer. ac-
cording to Levin. “The averuge Ameri-
can child has so darn -many toys that
none holds any meaning. The child gets
the benefit of any toy which appeals to
its grown-up relatives and friends as
‘eute’ or as the conventional thing. I
schoolbooks were bought as badly as
our toys are, our educational system
would be much rottener than it i=—and
it is rotten egough. There can be no de-
nylng that toc many elaborate toys in-
volving no necessity of the magic words
‘let’s pretend’' dull the imagination and
make the body slow and Inactive.”

Toys possess a further usefulness as a
common ground between parents and
children. Not for the pareat who conde-
scendingly consemts to sit on the floor a
few moments, but for the one who enters
into the play with the spirit of childhood
and as much as possible of the childish
viewpoint in his heart. Such play helps
the parent to better understand the child
and buflds up & “chums” relation. The
attitude of parents or other members of
the family toward a fsvorite plaything
often bnilds up In the child's heart a
subconsclous dislike which materializes
years Iater in family dissension.

Most important as an educational fac-
tor, says in, are children’'s books. Of
tremendous value in character building,
‘or of ute poison-destroying charae-
ter, they must be selected according to
the child. “Ivanhoe,” which may develop
one boy's Imagination, may sew seeds of
race prejudice In the mind of another.
What may shéck a sense of color and

*alues into a phlegmatic dis-

may induce neurotic tendencies

There is no rule

ich may be lald down for supplying
books—excepting the rule
the French novel type of
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